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DETAILED ACTION 

1. The Amendment, and remarks therein, received on 03/09/2006 have been entered 
and carefully considered. 

2. The Amendment introduces a new limitation into the originally sole independent 
claim 1 and 5 and dependent claims 2 and 8. 

3. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be 
found in a prior office action. 

Response to Amendment 

4. The amendments addressed the 35 USC § 1 12 rejections cited towards claims 1-2, 
5 and 8 in the previous Office Action. As a result the rejection has been withdrawn. 

5. Applicant's arguments are directed towards the newly introduced limitations. 
Specifically, applicant argues that the art of record does not disclose or suggests: 
"selecting, by the message broker, a second message gateway and a message 
conversion on the basis of the meta information and client profile data managed by 
the message broker". 

6. The argument has been carefully considered but found not persuasive. 

As disclosed by Sakellariadis a sending client (Patmos) sends a message to a first 
message gateway (Hermes). The first message gateway contacts a message 
broker (DNS server) to find out where to forward the received message (This 
information tells Hermes that the Exchange server to deliver email for anyone at 
minasi.com to server arlington.minasi.com, which has an IP address of 199.34.57.24 
/Internet Message Transport" section). In other words DNS search client profiles 
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(DNS records) and selects the second message gateway (as indicated by Arlington 
DNS record) and convert the second message gateway's domain name 
(alrington.minasi.com) to an IP address (199.34.57.24) that could be recognized by 
Internet computers delivering the message to the second gateway ("Internet 
Message Transport" section). 

By the virtue of selecting the second message gateway the message broker also 
selects a message conversion : the message will be converted to account for a new 
address (IP address) allowing message delivery to the second gateway. 
The examiner also points out that in addition to such a straightforward interpretation 
one would point out that DNS server provides various functionalities that are utilized 
with various types of conversions. For example, in addition to numerous a lookup 
table entries, which allow name to IP address resolution DNS servers offer a reverse 
name resolution, wherein a reverse lookup table allows an IP address to be 
converted to a correlating name. Furthermore, DNS allows to resolve various record 
types, e.g. MX type record would be selected to identify where to deliver mail for a 
given domain name (see Hunt's discussion on DNS pg. 212-225 for example). 

7. Claims 1-9 have been examined. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

8. Claims 1, 3-7 and 9 remain rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Sakellariadis (Spyros Sakellariadis, "Using Exchange Server with SMTP and POP3", 
June 1998, http://www.windowsitpro.com/Windows/Article/ArticlelD/3475/3475.html). 
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Sakellariadis teaches receiving a message from a sending client (Patmos) by a first 
message gateway (Hermes), extracting meta information from the received 
message, transmitting the meta information from the first message gateway to a 
message broker (DNS server) while keeping the received message at the first 
message gateway, selecting, by the message broker, a second message gateway 
(Arlington) and a message conversion (the selected record of a second message 
gateway will be used to convert the message to include IP address of the gateway) 
on the basis of the meta information and client profile data (DNS record) managed 
by the message broker, transmitting modified meta information including message 
messaging information from the message broker to the first message gateway, and 
transmitting the message from the first message gateway to the selected second 
message gateway so that the second message gateway can transfer the message 
to a target client, wherein the message broker is an entity physically separated from 
the said first and second message gateways (Sakellariadis, Fig. 1 and "Internet 
Message Transport" section. Note: For clearer mapping of message gateways and 
message broker communication see the previous Office Action). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

9. Claims 2 and 8 remain rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Sakellariadis (Spyros Sakellariadis, "Using Exchange Server with SMTP and POP3", 
June 1 998, http://www.windowsitpro.com/Windows/Article/ArticlelD/3475/3475.html) 
in view of Leeds (Leeds, U.S. Pub. 20020016824 A1). 
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Sakellariadis teaches the message broker processing the meta information and 
returning the meta information to the first message gateway as discussed above. 
Sakellariadis does not explicitly teach processing the meta information to provide for 
security and authentication. 

Leeds teaches providing processing the meta information to provide security (Leeds 
[36]). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of applicant's 
invention to provide processing the meta information as taught by Leeds into 
Sakellariadis's invention. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated 
to provide processing the meta information to provide security in order to address 
spamming problems and potential spread of viruses. 
10. Claims 1-9 remain rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Vaudreuil (U.S. Patent No. 5740230) in view of Farrow et al. (U.S. Patent No. 
6374295). 

As per claims 1, 3 and 5-7 Vaudreuil teaches a distributed system (Fig.1) for the 
transmission of messages, the system comprising a first message gateway (inbound 
network hub 12) for the reception of messages from sending clients (Arnie, col.22 
lines 42-67), a message broker (hub database, 68), for receiving the meta 
information from the first message gateway, and a second message gateway 
(outbound network hub, 14) for receiving the message from the first message 
gateway (col.22 lines 42-67 and Fig. 14). Col. 13 lines 18-31 show messages 
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containing meta information which are mapped within a clients profile data of a 
message broker to routing information (col. 4 lines 46-65, Fig. 14). 
Vaudreuil does not explicitly teach transmission of meta information extracted from 
the received message from the first message gateway to a message broker and 
selecting a second message getaway and a message conversion on the basis on 
the meta information and client profile data managed by the message broker. 
Farrow et al. teach transmitting extracted meta information from the first message 
gateway to and receiving modified meta information from the message broker (DNS, 
col. 2 lines 10-31), wherein the message broker (DNS) selects the second message 
gateway and a message conversion on the basis of the meta information and client 
profile data managed by the message broker (col. 1 lines 45-52). 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of applicant's 
invention to utilize a message broker to receive meta information and return modified 
meta information and select a second message getaway and a message conversion 
on the basis on the meta information and client profile data managed by the 
message broker as taught by Farrow et al. given a benefit of easy search and 
updates to information of prospective recipients of data. 
1 1 . As per claims 2, 4 and 8-9 Vaudreuil teaches that the message is converted by a 
media translator before it is sent to the selected second message gateway 
(Vaudreuil, col. 19 lines 20-67 and col. 20 lines 28) and teaches processing the meta 
information to provide security and authentication (Vaudreuil, col. 9 line 45- col. 10 
line 18). Vaudreil teaches the communication using TCP/IP (col. 7 line 65-col. 8 line 
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3), thus, the data obtained from a DNS server will be used in the message 
conversion. 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Peter Poltorak whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3840. The examiner can normally be reached Monday through Thursday from 9:00 
a.m. to 4:00 p.m. and alternate Fridays from 9:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jacques Louis Jacques can be reached on (571) 272-6962. The fax phone 



Application/Control Number: 09/727,257 



Page 8 



Art Unit: 2134 

number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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